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Number 14 - 1 of March of 2009  

Granted to Don Memo the National Prize 
of Traditional Popular Culture of Costa Rica  

 

The past 28 of January, the Ministry of Culture and Youth of Costa 
Rica have communicated the National Prizes of Artistic and Scienti-
fic Creation in its different modalities.  
 

In the dedicated section to grant 8º National Prize of Traditional Po-
pular Culture, the Jury was integrated by:  
 

• Carlos Cortés Zúñiga, representative of the Ministry of Culture.  
• Marvin Santos Varela, representative of the Association of 

Groups and Interpreters of the Popular Culture.  
• Luis Fernando Rodríguez Zumbado, representing Rodriguez of 

the Ministry of Public Education.  
• Nancy Sanchez Acuña, representative of the Cultural Associati-

on University Costa Rican.  
 

They decided: "To grant to this prize to Mr. Guillermo Martinez Sola-
no (Don Memo), considering who has developed important tasks of 
promotion of the Costa Rican Traditional Mascarada. It learned to 
realise masks with molds of clay, paper, mud and other materials, 
that have accompanied to him since then, in one it releases trajec-
tory of execution of factories in schools and public and deprived ins-
titutions, penitentiary centers and parks of the community, which 
has been fundamental to maintain this tradition like fundamental 
component of the identity costarricense".  
 

From these pages the Board of directors of the Circle we wished to 
express our satisfaction by this deserved recognition to the work 

developed by our good friend, who our Organization already recog-
nized to him of official and public form during the carried out visit 

Costa Rica in 2007. For greater bond with our Organization, we ha-
ve remenber that "Don Memo" he is the constructor of "Diablo" that 
they flattered to us in Carthage, and we hoped that is one of the 

personalities that, in the month of June.  

In the case that wants to stop receiving this information, we re-
quested to him sends an email to us, from the mail direction it 
receives where it, indicating BAJA in the section Subject.  

This news bulletin is publis-
hed in four languages: En-
glish, Castilian, Catalan and 

French.  
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Published number 22 of the CIAG.doc magazine 
 
We are already distributing between our partners and subscribers 
nº 22 of the CIAG.doc magazine, corresponding to the month of 
March (only available in Castilian and Catalan). Some of the arti-
cles that the same contains are the following:  
 
• The giant that Picasso had in its house  

Photographies and news article of the giant that bought Pi-
casso in 1927 and had all the life in its house.  

• National prize of Culture for Don Guillermo Martinez So-
lano (Don Memo)  
We extend the information published in this same bulletin 
with respect to the deserved prize granted to our Costa Ri-
can friend.  

• The first drawing of one tarasca?, in the Salterio de Lu-
trell  
Our Delegate in Galicia, Mountain Julio G., informs to us into 
which could be the first image of one tarasca.  

• The trust for the Museum of the Carnival of Montevideo 
was approved  
Our Delegate in Uruguay, Liberoff Youngest child, facilitates 
information to us on the signature of the trust to optimize the 
management of the Museum.  

• The giants in the world: Notes on its origins and evoluti-
on  
Second part of the article published on the occasion of the 
exhibition of Saragossa in which our Organization collabora-
ted.  

• Celebration of giants in Lluc with the participation of our 
figures  
News article on the first exit realised by our giants, to the 
Sanctuary of Lluc (Island of Majorca).  

• It continues the seal collection promoted by the Circle  
Information on last published seals and the next ones antici-
pated within the collection.  

• Giant puppets cities: They give Sai (Thailand)  
Photographies of the Festival that every year is realised in 
this locality, with the presence of giants.  

• A beastly celebration!  
A brief approach to the world of the "bestiario" in Catalonia, 
a news article yielded by the Presència magazine  

• Hemeroteca  
Cover of the magazine " Pedracastell" , published in Canet 
de Mar (Spain), in May of 1948  

• Cuts of the world of the giant puppets  
An funny vision of the world of the giants  
 

We remembered that, you wish if it, you can be subscribed to the 
magazine, or be associated to the Organization, filling up the form 

that you will find in our page Web: www.ciag.org  
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Presented the fifth seal of the collection 
 
We have published the fifth seal of the collection, in which the 
giants reproduce "Foner" and "Tanit" , of the Agrupació Gegante-
ra de les Illes Balears.  
 
The 26 of February of year 2007 were released, the Day of the 
Islands, and measure 4.10 meters of height.  
 
The giant has been created to image of those Majorcan soldiers 
and Minorcan who crossed the Alps the elephants of Anibal, whe-
reas Tanit, goddess of the fertility, is inspired by the found mud 
statues in the islands.  
 
The next programmed seals are the following:  
 
• April: Giants Firemen - La Llacuna (Barcelona)  
• May: Nicolau and Remediets - Giants of Alacant  
• June: Antoni Gaudí - Giant of Riudoms (Tarragona)  
• July: To determine - the United States  
• August: Avi Perico and s'avia Aguedet - Llucmaçanes 

(Balears) 
• September: Barbapapa - Olinda (Brazil)  
• October: Lo Martí del Mallol - Poboleda (Tarragona) 
• November: La Chapetona - Barva de Heredía (Costa Rica) 
• December: D' Mba-Tribe Sussu (Guinea Conakry)  

You can visit our page 
Web to obtain the card of 
this seal, to carry out all 
the pursuit on the content 
of the collection, as well 
as to subscribe themsel-
ves or to propose the in-

clusion of figures.  

Credits 
 
International Circle of Friends of Giant Pup-
pets 
  

Carretera Vella, 56  
08471-Vallgorguina (Catalonia - Spain)  
Telephone: 93.867.93.12  
Web: www.ciag.org  
Email: info@ciag.org  

Partners: 

Ordinary Assembly of Partners  
 
Sunday, 15 of March, the Ordinary Assembly of Partners of the 
Organization will take place in Vallgorguina (Catalonia - Spain).  
 
Place: First stage of the Servei de Parcs - Carrer de l' Església  
 
Hour: The 10:30 in the morning, in first call and the 11 in second.  


